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State News

Wolf, Business, Assembly Continue Chin to Chin
This week, the Wolf Administration, business community and the leaders of
 the General Assembly continued to face off over pension reform and
 severance taxes, two major pieces of the 2015-2016 budget puzzle.
 
The Wolf Administration had hoped to continue a focus on the severance tax
 and school funding, but last week, a letter from business and gas industry
 trade groups that said Wolf's plan will "set the commonwealth back instead
 of allowing the state to grow its economy, jobs and provide Pennsylvanians
 with lower energy bills,"  Wolf raised the rhetoric level in a response early
 this week.  View full article
 
Regional News
 
Federal News
 
More state news
Senate Confirms Nine Wolf Cabinet Appointees
The Senate unanimously approved four of Gov. Tom Wolf's cabinet nominees
 last Monday, despite the ongoing battle over executive nominations and
 appointments between the governor and Senate Republican leadership.
 
Major General James Joseph was confirmed as Adjutant General and head of
 the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, Secretary of Community and
 Economic Development Dennis Davin, Secretary of General Services Curtis
 Topper, and Secretary of Transportation Leslie Richardson were also
 confirmed on unanimous votes.
 
Last Wednesday, the Senate confirmed five more cabinet nominees by
 unanimous vote.  These included Russell Redding as Secretary of
 Agriculture; Kathy Manderino, Secretary of Labor & Industry; Dr. Karen
 Murphy, Secretary of Health; and Teresa Osborne, Secretary of Aging.
 
Gary Tennis, who served as Secretary of the Department of Drug & Alcohol
 Programs in Gov. Tom Corbett's administration, was reappointed to the
 position and confirmed.
 
Former DEP Deputy Named to PUC
Governor Tom Wolf today nominated Andrew Place, corporate director for

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byzzFdJmLAuoryt4-uEnLB3B_QJjZCITB9kaM0lcp88mH4n_8NQL_3WvC2J4K6jJn3b-hBxYRqRdt_5gxfhbzZlmcnhLKeglWpJdI8XHChnC34=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byzYZQnxspJhvmS5Yif5WW5Fotm4KYrVy7QZBjMgOMTcVeeq37WrCA5fn8JPknputdDBUWpfLcaF0etUdJm_wcv1YS2CpRA1wCcZIoB7jRmlhC6vhARbzk7ew==&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byz73wahBeaagNdKyBZWCWiO6Il7cWWFc9rEck8humSvQCVINaRQcRT-RqPPtklGoMA5PTKnZuRUx2xOX9icdOoqsNHtlTx46XyHxOXFcpL0cfPehtgUgXF4YRFiBXUh4774mwqds3TvZmBoOU4INExTQ==&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byzcM960mlJRXROZ4MVscHRL9KYMHLhR5HpyVBY3mV_grlI0BSgrQ28TtZrA_TT2omMSl8AyhNvFoKvwxNUB2X8PKmS5C9YGCtsy346V0l6SUoEpzccKxDWbwHhG0zMK2fG1b5W5G5pRa631DuPIwBV80Hs8z2T0-xu&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byzDPX53J7v4IkRxvcp9mW4oWtyKEMqzkNI4Xueo8AMzOBZvqGCRemLhBdA5IeSlG9o9eIL1JvDUP6Fix0061jKFOHUmdCxvaSzM0jFh4T3nvKjEDW_uc_5QYZWJMjvDy-0&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byz_UDv6WbY2cwE3fVo2x3zX26dv83c04g32XZscfH3dUtyRWVTVMN8fVxgzjab-FR6PGfOjklBk-KcugHaWYX7HGCtGi9Ho8YtnnOlQd_j2FEFEHOoulS6F61hti4Cr5Jl3VtbMrqlY7C5KWaPmzt7lg==&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byz6XdU1LA--SRrkqoqksAw4Gme7vxK5T-2mpyzzi2QGkRlmrbZVA4GSD9XxNQZ0r03QyHCDfMpjt9Jf-iKm848oKVpbBIjo5XpVIflQDnqu1OKENvmdOEOUK9wKMefPtfl&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9Vv8DBwo6NNtxVJl01IwvdWM5oYn6JY1m4oUkxYfkPtNOP9EBK6Hmp7foU9AzRIcoYpRQbahyRBzx1k3OfLGu6bJUufciqdzHxDuDd34ry3q2UmrPtwJxvSIOtvH67_vvRqF3KFRQIHLf2W5zlVbCjITILrprstsInKwqRxwBry0u03OUGdTohvdFeI4CPiA_tKdr0PdHxpSU=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9Vv8DBwo6NNtxVJl01IwvdWM5oYn6JY1m4oUkxYfkPtNOP9EBK6Hmp7foU9AzRIcoYpRQbahyRBzx1k3OfLGu6bJUufciqdzHxDuDd34ry3q2UmrPtwJxvSIOtvH67_vvRqF3KFRQIHLf2W5zlVbCjITILrprstsInKwqRxwBry0u03OUGdTohvdFeI4CPiA_tKdr0PdHxpSU=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VhYtWS97kGWcDrfxmYgiO1Bib2DF_PYd9aQuKaI3UP83T6FqQP3RKMaPdM9Ebbbn5OEifGeBpW0jvuNwedSke9brrGMvbjklrIA7GxAzyhPU2ptV2vDAJr3zUrZviUrrnO3Tggg__dxbodFyGMxjIvbV4QxMtC4oLcf2sueXcH7JmEcNeK1yfRSoxhWLd-spx0zS2SKnL3hO4YAkWBoJ8bOMBYkX43j8F&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VhYtWS97kGWcDrfxmYgiO1Bib2DF_PYd9aQuKaI3UP83T6FqQP3RKMaPdM9Ebbbn5OEifGeBpW0jvuNwedSke9brrGMvbjklrIA7GxAzyhPU2ptV2vDAJr3zUrZviUrrnO3Tggg__dxbodFyGMxjIvbV4QxMtC4oLcf2sueXcH7JmEcNeK1yfRSoxhWLd-spx0zS2SKnL3hO4YAkWBoJ8bOMBYkX43j8F&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VhYtWS97kGWcDrfxmYgiO1Bib2DF_PYd9aQuKaI3UP83T6FqQP3RKMaPdM9Ebbbn5OEifGeBpW0jvuNwedSke9brrGMvbjklrIA7GxAzyhPU2ptV2vDAJr3zUrZviUrrnO3Tggg__dxbodFyGMxjIvbV4QxMtC4oLcf2sueXcH7JmEcNeK1yfRSoxhWLd-spx0zS2SKnL3hO4YAkWBoJ8bOMBYkX43j8F&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VJOFBhF4n01ic9cq1kPyDKMKRtZbieDrK__uRmzihcaP-hNh2VvCQHoK8oDS_TWUr-Qt37kkYXx7ju74d0xMx7w0804JddFbDbFbAAh5spv34OTJbsE6rAl7RLLn1HAhWnf8PS1SZBPRTBZEMpZvwVILegSIhzkRCueY-dYK0giQTOframeUhtLz92y7lGh-Ul_qkbJgwUBGpZ_qVaeKX_rZWkot-5aPdemsPHc8rMR0=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VJOFBhF4n01ic9cq1kPyDKMKRtZbieDrK__uRmzihcaP-hNh2VvCQHoK8oDS_TWUr-Qt37kkYXx7ju74d0xMx7w0804JddFbDbFbAAh5spv34OTJbsE6rAl7RLLn1HAhWnf8PS1SZBPRTBZEMpZvwVILegSIhzkRCueY-dYK0giQTOframeUhtLz92y7lGh-Ul_qkbJgwUBGpZ_qVaeKX_rZWkot-5aPdemsPHc8rMR0=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VJOFBhF4n01ic9cq1kPyDKMKRtZbieDrK__uRmzihcaP-hNh2VvCQHoK8oDS_TWUr-Qt37kkYXx7ju74d0xMx7w0804JddFbDbFbAAh5spv34OTJbsE6rAl7RLLn1HAhWnf8PS1SZBPRTBZEMpZvwVILegSIhzkRCueY-dYK0giQTOframeUhtLz92y7lGh-Ul_qkbJgwUBGpZ_qVaeKX_rZWkot-5aPdemsPHc8rMR0=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VeiNVp28ULzy8eGyapkbMCcx3Wci0DTVkJXM32YT2FteqJ_So9HhuB-GSzias8V7gbsCE5DBRzpAnBaxbDA-NlYBTkQh4EzGOnIJa1JCZfeXAjNnJUID2_aKvVu2RAxM817btnHrLeLsh_TfKP0LejqNuCr-4M0ssO8k38WdFa8kO5jty8ferozbAH1EZKNJ_PbFQEBlStOS742CJR4HuRvDzUgpIDEirZ8u9puH1_Wo=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VeiNVp28ULzy8eGyapkbMCcx3Wci0DTVkJXM32YT2FteqJ_So9HhuB-GSzias8V7gbsCE5DBRzpAnBaxbDA-NlYBTkQh4EzGOnIJa1JCZfeXAjNnJUID2_aKvVu2RAxM817btnHrLeLsh_TfKP0LejqNuCr-4M0ssO8k38WdFa8kO5jty8ferozbAH1EZKNJ_PbFQEBlStOS742CJR4HuRvDzUgpIDEirZ8u9puH1_Wo=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VeiNVp28ULzy8eGyapkbMCcx3Wci0DTVkJXM32YT2FteqJ_So9HhuB-GSzias8V7gbsCE5DBRzpAnBaxbDA-NlYBTkQh4EzGOnIJa1JCZfeXAjNnJUID2_aKvVu2RAxM817btnHrLeLsh_TfKP0LejqNuCr-4M0ssO8k38WdFa8kO5jty8ferozbAH1EZKNJ_PbFQEBlStOS742CJR4HuRvDzUgpIDEirZ8u9puH1_Wo=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VYAK4t8agYXxA-enwX7Of85wrNlSWDzG-Ukjx_xQPd_8vRZJ0lR0qcnGtzKj0r10EZcCUC_6VUSjEITESQUUJT5t0g0QDDY8_hHQP1YhlV4azcAECnv4CqofUOY7YtXJVyUaOJ5Z5V9qFqQjcEyHKmcL__Mnquo8Utoh2q69jhCN3R-cqDcefp-efWOmHKbNw&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VYAK4t8agYXxA-enwX7Of85wrNlSWDzG-Ukjx_xQPd_8vRZJ0lR0qcnGtzKj0r10EZcCUC_6VUSjEITESQUUJT5t0g0QDDY8_hHQP1YhlV4azcAECnv4CqofUOY7YtXJVyUaOJ5Z5V9qFqQjcEyHKmcL__Mnquo8Utoh2q69jhCN3R-cqDcefp-efWOmHKbNw&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VXJhOda9_VZS_koI1pbMm4DVZT77I0buW5RCytFqVI4QAoQbYOQ78iOLcr4ZcFYEJkG5Gs9cHZugQnSdMr5MW6y6To21fIaEw1tK7aJkswpyVTyF4tqil_2KmQM5UZvgWff1lA-TBlP5Dw8NTqy5MVwE_Fr3ropDL&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VXJhOda9_VZS_koI1pbMm4DVZT77I0buW5RCytFqVI4QAoQbYOQ78iOLcr4ZcFYEJkG5Gs9cHZugQnSdMr5MW6y6To21fIaEw1tK7aJkswpyVTyF4tqil_2KmQM5UZvgWff1lA-TBlP5Dw8NTqy5MVwE_Fr3ropDL&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9Vj10eYqED-KZPCHvMxQW_Brnflt6UGRcMPT5HDYfuDNOmF0LPU-8Ze73Hl72syHFv4viA8VDgT0l0ZWIx7MLvj68QntY9D5comhi6DIVPrQNJGTpIBIgbpq5_-AjjSp39twA-dPao9iFBHbhnvW15oE7yLzvG4SPt3rEpAIUe1NDq3vNZapevlXBmZc71lvcbeOJUURwnd98=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9Vj10eYqED-KZPCHvMxQW_Brnflt6UGRcMPT5HDYfuDNOmF0LPU-8Ze73Hl72syHFv4viA8VDgT0l0ZWIx7MLvj68QntY9D5comhi6DIVPrQNJGTpIBIgbpq5_-AjjSp39twA-dPao9iFBHbhnvW15oE7yLzvG4SPt3rEpAIUe1NDq3vNZapevlXBmZc71lvcbeOJUURwnd98=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9V_m7QRyyX98y9i640LdTFbHI__AxtzupXW9pILbBHkNwMU1Spoq3SbgiMWXRAXz71tWXS7-lLmZTCBgo_LplLNWkeZmBdSKinbSNCubp0o2HFmDicLf5BaZ5yNvpRWzLU8TG8Xf7Fo6jQC5LbSXIzYx1ExZlTWpG6&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9V_m7QRyyX98y9i640LdTFbHI__AxtzupXW9pILbBHkNwMU1Spoq3SbgiMWXRAXz71tWXS7-lLmZTCBgo_LplLNWkeZmBdSKinbSNCubp0o2HFmDicLf5BaZ5yNvpRWzLU8TG8Xf7Fo6jQC5LbSXIzYx1ExZlTWpG6&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VPP8bkQWRxhrxdhL2qvQq5FXCWvjWJxd2vCrS9TTTRJIXkOjOTNFrtyipARneTw80McFuIIAvOWziVPpL_xoR0-1rRGWpm-XnNWEtJZYgxMv4So86c3PneWHXRuRGY6KkiMkQjhobybULq4ZP3DLMysfKYBMsqct0cePPvdYWGzXZMQEOYW2ntI7t8gOXW4smDAf_ISva5GpMWDbkEasM3znrsI6wlnog-EKD_cCoG0Y=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VPP8bkQWRxhrxdhL2qvQq5FXCWvjWJxd2vCrS9TTTRJIXkOjOTNFrtyipARneTw80McFuIIAvOWziVPpL_xoR0-1rRGWpm-XnNWEtJZYgxMv4So86c3PneWHXRuRGY6KkiMkQjhobybULq4ZP3DLMysfKYBMsqct0cePPvdYWGzXZMQEOYW2ntI7t8gOXW4smDAf_ISva5GpMWDbkEasM3znrsI6wlnog-EKD_cCoG0Y=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
mailto:jasons@tradefairgroup.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VfA4L0ph_wY7PH8j0QcamKy5sjmsSNRSN1Fz8Go1qugg4GKobXnN2kWHCvMkiiCuys4awGY4guN40gLDmA_htRQRSORLeDXZCB1iC4UISH20I8zO43Cslb1Um6AIvVYvaPntxUAFUvyAk8oFw4d40SxK2TgkHAMrR8MUnAUOP208WwGqdFgI7QCuXBdRboBiEv9q7VCMV-Yg=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==


PA Timber Show
Penn State University
State College, PA
More information
 
June 15-18, 2015
2015 BIO International
 Convention
Pennsylvania Convention
 Center, Philadelphia, PA
Global biotech community.
More information available
 at
convention.bio.org/register.
 
June 23-24, 2015
BioEnergy 2015
Washington Convention
 Center, Washington, D.C.
More information 
 
July 19-21
2015 PFI Annual Conference
Williamsburg Lodge
Williamsburg, VA
More information
 
July 20-24
Energypath Camp &
 Conference
University of Scranton
 Scranton, PA
Compiled July 20-22
Conference July 23-24
More information
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 energy and environmental policy at EQT Corporation, to serve as
 commissioner on the Public Utility Commission.
 
"Andrew Place brings the knowledge and expertise to help advance my vision
 for the PUC, and I am pleased to nominate him to serve as commissioner,"
 said Governor Wolf. "We must ensure there is a balance between consumers
 and utilities. We also have to develop Pennsylvania's abundance of energy
 resources to make sure we have the infrastructure to support the natural gas
 and other energy industries. We have real opportunities to make
 Pennsylvania a leader in the development of renewable energy and energy
 efficiencies, and Andrew's know-how will be a big asset to the PUC in helping
 accomplish these goals. I would like to thank Jim Cawley for his service as
 commissioner and I wish him well."
 
Place is currently the corporate director for energy and environmental policy
 at EQT Corporation where he focuses on the economic and environmental
 implication of unconventional natural gas development. Prior to joining EQT
 in 2011, he served for eighteen months in Pennsylvania's Department of
 Environmental Protection, first as special assistant for energy and climate
 change and second as acting deputy secretary of the Office of Energy and
 Technology Deployment.
 
Before working at the Department of Environmental Protection, Place served
 as a research fellow at Carnegie Mellon University's Department of
 Engineering and Public Policy with a primary focus on Carbon Capture and
 Sequestration among other technical, economic, and policy issues related to
 energy and the environment. While remaining in his position with EQT, he
 accepted the role of Interim executive director at the Center for Sustainable
 Shale Development (CSSD) in 2012. Andrew's role at CSSD has been to raise
 awareness of the Center's work while supporting continued consensus for the
 Center's Performance Standards and certification to those standards.
 
Sabatina wins Special Senate Election in Philadelphia
In the race to succeed Lt. Gov. Mike Stack in northeast Philadelphia's Fifth
 Senate District, Democratic State Rep. John Sabatina, Jr. won, bringing the
 Democrats number in the Senate back to 20.  Sabatina was House
 Agriculture and Rural Affairs Chairman.  That post will be filled in June,
 possibly by Rep. Mike Carroll, who represents portions of Luzerne and
 Lackawanna Counties.
 
Is Shell Closer to Making Decision on Cracker Facility in PA?
At a recent event in Germany, one of Shell Company's executive vice
 presidents said that the company expects to make a decision "soon" on
 whether it will build a cracker plant and where that facility will be located. 
 According to the EVP, Shell also has completed the front-end engineering
 and design studies.
 
Soon after, Michael Marr, spokesman for Shell said there is no timeline for
 decision and that "while the major (front-end engineering and design)
 activities have been completed, there are still hurdles to clear before we can
 take an investment decision to build the proposed petrochemical complex."
 
Marr stated that the Monaca site in Beaver County is just one of 17 potential
 investment decisions that Shell may make in 2015 and 2016.
 
"It will be assessed on its own merits, and in the context of returns and
 affordability from a group perspective, before a (final investment decision) is
 taken.  This project has to compete for capital against other Shell projects
 worldwide."
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgUKoZrhq4rP-1tbo_AFqDMKvOBIb_bu-Va1SSGxptwdCzXXT1itbecq08ZvSFqqBCTorsK4A4lJkYEif3jbr27lBtmWPr0y9_U3jJMPRhBGtHz3DZgQV4wb8v4UDxiGLBg==&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgYwpfpxxZWj2DMM8VSCWXI2soas8GA8x2aIxk7fSaMWtd8qEsSYTVmLELGhAeWJ-vNgXX_F-yjTQy4X5SGP6XCPV5lSAJg5yJLYwjQvyTA0INrCV9QKKH-UsP4SWpET3wDDwURczaz8E&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgbJbXsO2G-isOCXjND6-BSczMnHTx153Yf3v96Sk_D6jKOMwtBDJ7KItTZx4M0XbtVZ50BNBfpPxIoqDUTB-jtjob4R_oGbLCgc4O9Jrmc6gWXXjMr9b4SXi69sExU__jRIdKx-xCMZHamVO1JtSMeV4XTkgBF_k3Q==&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgUKoZrhq4rP-zo29ZIBtLRAHcS1u3Tj8Yj36pJv251FsPpNYodoqHNV2wFgv6qAfUlh6j6whVelzFruyTSXgAtdRzaY1sJuz_4pzMBl3OK6Bi7R_ETOOUG-N7XYScTALhVT8khAJ94aXrb3EJcKzuN0=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgUKoZrhq4rP-dXV0IswoQcK6f2XGpvWUx75n9LUgaQoZWmz4GEDxcVEgCupJR2rGXeigGlY3F5pqKa9Gf-N6SgvGTGAu_aH1x-9RqbvH3COhXj-KgUsnLv6Eezbd4Acejg==&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1118751138437&p=oi
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1118751138437&a=1121153029105&ea=eric%40karks.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byz-9vATaO3VuEAeOw800pm0_xsP-raifkyC9S4j07z8Ghu8JY2vqZ7MroiZIL0Ho69rE2J7tjDke6GVreQE_3b0sufnjdML73fabrXEiqtO7byHjMM8gfRmZ6Kl7bh26SR&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byzyPfntaj_WoAk_ZtQzK8fWJoTtmf5LKspMjCpR_Q2E1VL23-UhcYRztq8I-Ns5oI4qaczth2Q4wDQTllgsx2tU1KmsZvVUhrQ6D3W208zNhjNc4UPivPwiw==&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXCIER0n5byzK5P2BIZJdg8wyTgy3mBy_2OFqddKCHvEyWimAD3q8n0f1TFQ6Dh--04gfCFKlnUqzZTrKn-81__ghuPYcfOrm4PVsrJvppVSJSDMHZ9o1JVUvReIkgdSYw_q219y1BG15P21hMUKclI=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==


Fewer Well Permits Means Decreased Funds For DEP
Lower natural gas prices mean less drilling activity in the Commonwealth. 
 DEP reports that unconventional well permit applications are down 30% over
 this time last year.
 
Fewer permit applications means less money coming into the DEP, which
 relies, in part, on this revenue stream to fund its oil and gas management
 program.  The program is funded through a combination of permit fees, fines
 and $6 million of Marcellus Shale impact fees.
 
The oil and gas management program totals about $21 million of the
 Department's overall annual budget.  The program pays for inspectors of
 wells and pipelines and the staff necessary to regulate the industry.
 
Last year, DEP raised permit fees in order to accommodate the department's
 mandate to supervise wells, pipelines and other oil and gas infrastructure
 was growing, while permit revenues had declined.  Fees for horizontal wells
 rose from $3,200 to $5,000 while those for vertical shale wells went from
 $2,900 to $4,200.
 
DEP is not saying how they intend to make up for the lack of revenue. 
 Spokesperson Amanda Witman said no decisions have been made about
 alternative funding and that the lose of revenue is not affecting the current
 level of day-to-day operations and services.
 
UGI Planning LNG Facility in Northeastern PA
UGI Energy Services, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of UGI Corporation
 announced this week that it is planning to build a liquefied natural gas (LNG)
 production facility in northern Pennsylvania that will utilize Marcellus Shale
 gas.
 
The proposed facility will be adjacent to UGI Energy Services' Manning natural
 gas compression station located in Wyoming County, Pennsylvania. Natural
 gas will be supplied by its Auburn gathering system, which transports
 Marcellus Shale gas produced from local wells to major interstate pipelines
 serving markets in the Mid-Atlantic region. The LNG plant, which will include
 both liquefaction and local storage, is expected to be in full commercial
 operation by early 2017 and have the capability of producing 120,000 gallons
 (or 10,000 Dekatherms) of LNG per day. The total capital investment will be
 approximately $60 million.
 
UGI Energy Services, through its wholly owned subsidiary UGI LNG, Inc.,
 currently owns and operates the Temple LNG facility located near Reading,
 Pennsylvania. This facility includes 15 million gallons of LNG storage capacity
 and a liquefaction plant that has been recently expanded to produce up to
 120,000 gallons of LNG per day.
 
The proposed new facility in Wyoming County will effectively double UGI's
 liquefaction capability and increase its LNG supply diversity. "Our existing
 LNG plant at Temple has been a highly reliable and valuable asset enabling
 us to provide critical natural gas supply during periods of extreme natural
 gas demand, as well as provide firm LNG supply to large truck fleets, such as
 UPS," said John Walsh, President and CEO of UGI. "The new plant will allow
 us to expand the availability of LNG to serve growing natural gas utility peak
 shaving demands and emerging LNG markets."
 
Brad Hall, President of UGI Energy Services, commented, "The market for
 liquefied natural gas continues to grow thanks to its affordable cost and
 environmental benefits when compared to other petroleum products. As a
 result, truck fleets, oil and gas drilling rigs and remote industrial users not



 tied to the natural gas grid continue to switch to LNG. In the coming years,
 we also expect the use of LNG to increase in marine, rail, and mining
 applications."
 
Mr. Hall added, "We have managed our investment risk by expanding LNG
 capacity in stages in order to keep pace with the growing LNG market. Each
 stage is backed by a significant level of long-term commitments from current
 and new customers, while still allowing for future growth. In addition to its
 long history of operating LNG assets, UGI Energy Services has one of the
 largest fleets of peak shaving assets in the region and one of the largest
 retail natural gas marketing businesses, providing it with a uniquely strong
 position to serve the market."
 
 
Regional News

Hogan Appoints Leigh Williams To Maryland Energy Administration
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan announced the appointment of Adelisia
 "Leigh" Williams as director of the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) this
 week.
Hogan said, "I am confident that under her leadership, the agency will
 continue promoting policies that work to provide affordable and reliable
 energy to Maryland citizens."
 
Williams has a wide range of experience and expertise in energy and
 environmental issues. Most recently, she has served as president and CEO of
 Avania Group, LLC. Williams has also served as an administrative specialist II
 in the Prince George's County Land Acquisition & Real Property Division,
 director of government relations for United Health Group, and has experience
 representing a number of utility companies including Washington Gas and
 Pepco. She was also an adjunct professor of law and policy at University of
 Maryland University College.
 
Williams earned a B.S. in public affairs and management from the School of
 Public and Environmental Affairs at Indiana University, as well as a Juris
 Doctorate from the Indiana University School of Law.
 
 

Report:  Ohio Clean-energy Sector Hurt by Freeze on Standards
Since last June, when Ohio lawmakers froze the state's renewable energy and
 energy efficiency standards, the state's clean-energy sector has suffered an
 economic setback and will stay in jeopardy unless the freeze is lifted, an
 organization of business leaders, investors, and others said Tuesday.
 
"There are now 89,000 Ohioans working in the clean energy field at 7,200
 companies in the state. Unfortunately, state policy has had a negative impact
 on that," said Gail Parson, Midwest advocate for Environmental
 Entrepreneurs, an organization of business leaders and others that promotes
 environmental policy to drive economic growth.
 
The group released a report Tuesday that claims that since Ohio Senate Bill
 310 was enacted a year ago the state has taken a step back in terms of
 renewable energy and those 89,000 clean energy jobs are now at risk.
 
"Investors that once saw Ohio as a good place to do business now are looking
 elsewhere," said Ms. Parson, who was part of a teleconference held to
 discuss the report. Those looking elsewhere include solar and wind energy
 companies that had relocated to Ohio with the prospect of doing business
 here.



 
S.B. 310 froze for two years the state clean energy standards that were
 enacted in 2008. Those standards required utilities to slash customers' power
 usage by 22 percent and get 25 percent of their power from renewable and
 advanced technology energy sources such as wind and solar.
 
The E2 group's report said that since the freeze, which was supported by the
 Ohio Chamber of Commerce and several utilities including FirstEnergy Corp.,
 "the state's clean energy industry has been in a tailspin."
 
Job growth in solar, wind, and other renewable energy sectors in Ohio slowed
 to 1.5 percent in 2014. Clean-energy companies that are growing are
 increasingly going out of state for work.
 
Opposition to Six Flags Solar Farm Mount
The Sierra Club and New Jersey's Department of Environmental Protection
 have joined in the opposition over the location where Six Flags
 Amusement Park recently announced it is considering building a solar
 farm.  To build the solar farm, Six Flags would need to cut down
 thousands of trees that currently dot the landscape. 
 
"We support solar and want to see large-scale solar projects go forward,
 but we are concerned the Six Flags project will harm the environment and
 the solar market," New Jersey Sierra Club Director Jeff Tittel said.
 
Deforestation is also one of the reasons the State DEP has offered to
 purchase the property from Six Flags.  Add to this the fact that the
 property is adjacent to Colliers Mills Wildlife Management Area and is
 home to barrel owls and the northern pine snake, which are protected
 native species.
 
"The state steadfastly supports renewable energy. However, the [DEP]
 supports only projects that are consistent with our mission to protect and
 preserve New Jersey's air, land, water and natural and historic resources,"
 DEP Assistant Commissioner Richard Boornazian wrote in the letter to Six
 Flags Entertainment Corp. President Jim Reid-Anderson.(MORE)
 
NY Issue Final Fracking Rules
The state Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) this week
 released the Final Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement
 (FSGEIS) for high-volume hydraulic fracturing that identifies and examines
 continued major uncertainties about potential significant adverse health and
 environmental impacts associated with the activity. After a required 10-day
 period, DEC will issue its formal Findings Statement, in accordance with the
 State's Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).
 
"The Final SGEIS is the result of an extensive examination of high-volume
 hydraulic fracturing and its potential adverse impacts on critical resources
 such as drinking water, community character and wildlife habitat," DEC
 Commissioner Joe Martens said. "We considered materials from numerous
 sources, including scientific studies, academic research and public
 comments, and evaluated the effectiveness of potential mitigation measures
 to protect New York's valuable natural resources and the health of residents.
 I will rely on the FSGEIS when I issue a Findings Statement in accordance
 with state law."
 
The FSGEIS incorporates the State Health Department Public Health Review
 report issued December 17, 2014, which determined there is significant
 uncertainty about adverse health outcomes and whether mitigation measures
 could adequately protect public health, including impacts to air, water, soil

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018v5_5U8vZD-OME2iDFcwJ0WLFNPDLCpVjgstWgr8IurPmfTsyNzUgXaiQBoUPC9VCKaDzBouoy-jpnJRyVn9AmfoB0TwPuRhUQI3zOdOA5IhD8RYRw7F2BlJZ6SpabdLLWl-shZoe20ZvjJVsUPDHfrlW3ubO2hnQibkDUdzaeGkGXU5y2lguuUgKsYA7VtC4e5-XIgG_cl2zKYllKpaj-e78g8vCTZZLjBofiWNdWYE2jss338_SADYTe8I1mkHNvr8ROHG8pk=&c=QEQ6rgXBAg9RMEngX9FzWoMUL9FozRJe5StAakGpjGgUHPEG40-IrA==&ch=nAvnXoyw2GH47islvLgA4n01ZOspcVjzvqFJuxDb0im7S_LyIJAKsQ==


 and community character.
DEC first issued a draft SGEIS for HVHF in September 2009 examining the
 potential impacts from HVHF, including: contamination of drinking water
 supplies, groundwater and surface waters; air pollution; spills; wastewater
 and solid waste treatment and disposal; ecological impacts; and adverse
 effects on communities. Concurrently, DEC also evaluated whether mitigation
 measures would be sufficient to prevent adverse impacts to the environment
 and public health.
 
A revised draft SGEIS was released in September 2011, which proposed to:
 prohibit drilling in the New York City and Syracuse Watersheds, state-owned
 lands and primary aquifers; restrict HVHF on certain forest and grassland
 areas; and require additional drinking water mitigation measures. The 2011
 draft also expanded the earlier review of socio-economic and community
 impacts.
 
Since the issuance of the 2009 draft SGEIS, and the subsequent 2011revised
 draft SGEIS, DEC has gained a more detailed understanding of the potential
 impacts associated with high-volume hydraulic fracturing with horizontal
 drilling from: (i) the extensive public comments from medical and public
 health professionals, environmental organizations, municipalities, industry
 groups, and other members of the public; (ii) its review of reports and
 studies of proposed operations prepared by industry groups; (iii) extensive
 consultations with scientists in several bureaus within the NYSDOH; (iv) the
 use of outside consulting firms to prepare analyses relating to socioeconomic
 impacts, as well as impacts on community character, including visual, noise
 and traffic impacts; and (v) its review of information and data from the
 Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) and the
 Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC) about events, regulations,
 enforcement and other matters associated with ongoing Marcellus Shale
 development in Pennsylvania.
 
During the review process, DEC hosted numerous public forums and received
 more than 260,000 public comments. The FSGEIS includes a lengthy
 summary of the public comments and DEC's Response to Comments. The
 Response to Comments, which is over 300 pages long, systematically
 reviews each type of impact and the public comments about the impacts and
 potential mitigation measures. In it, DEC recognizes extensive uncertainties
 about the impacts and how to mitigate them.
You can access a full copy of the FSGEIS here.
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Federal News articles
Obama Administration Managing Expectations of Climate Change
 Summit
Later this year, the Obama Administration will be attending a climate change
 summit in Paris.  The Administration is hopeful of coming out of the summit
 with an international pact to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  But, they
 are being careful not to have a repeat of the last summit, held in
 Copenhagen in 2009.  View full article
 
Industry Group Challenges New Crude-By-Rail Rules
The American Petroleum Industry (API) filed a court challenge to the U.S.
 DOT's recently released tank car safety standard rules.
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API spokesman Brian Straessle said, "We definitely support upgrades to the
 fleet.  It's a matter of timing."
 
The new rules by U.S. DOT would require rail tank cars that haul crude to be
 retired or retrofitted to the new standards by 2018.  Those carrying ethanol
 would have an additional two years to come into compliance.
 
Transportation Department spokeswoman Suzi Emmerling said the rules will
 make crude transportation safer.
 
"We believe the rule will stand up to challenge in court and remain hopeful
 that industries impacted by these changes will accept their safety obligations
 and follow the new regulations," she said.
 
In addition to the timeline for retrofitting, the oil industry is also challenging
 the advanced braking system, which they contend is too costly and not
 proven.
 
Senator Introduces Bill to Establish National RES
Sen. Tom Udall (D-N.M) has introduced legislation that aims to establish a
 national renewable electricity standard (RES). The bill (S. 1264) would
 require utilities to generate 30 percent of their electricity from renewable
 energy sources by 2030.
 
His "30 by 30" legislation would create the first national standard for utility
 companies to provide a certain percentage of energy from renewable sources
 such as solar, wind, biomass, tidal and hydropower.  The RES would phase in
 starting at 7.5 percent this year and growing to 30 percent by 2030.  The
 RES would stand at 30 percent through the year 2039.
 
"A national renewable electricity standard will help slow utility rate increases
 and boost private investment in states like New Mexico--all while combatting
 climate change," said Udall, who helped pass RES legislation through the
 U.S. House of Representatives and has continued to champion the issue as
 senator. "Investing in homegrown clean energy jobs just makes sense, and
 that's why I'm continuing my fight for a national RES. More than half the
 states-Including New Mexico-have widely successful RES policies, and it's
 time to go all in. I've long pushed for a 'do it all, do it right' energy policy,
 and a RES will help us get there."
 
Statements from Udall's office say that the proposed RES would increase
 renewable energy generation 265 percent over current levels, help to
 support and build upon the hundreds of thousands of jobs in the renewable
 energy industries today. In addition, the program would save consumers
 $25.1 billion in cumulative electricity and natural gas bills from 2015 to
 2030.
 
New Biomass Bill Introduced in Senate
The BioEnergy Act of 2015, recently introduced by Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR),
 would not only help spur the use of low-carbon biomass energy as a way to
 heat homes and businesses, it would also help reduce the occurrences of wild
 fires while creating jobs.
 
Through the establishment of a competitive, cost-share grant program, the
 U.S. Department of Energy, programs could be funded that would improve
 technologies for drying and compressing woody biomass, which improves
 fuel quality and allows biomass producers to more easily transport wood
 products from forested areas to market.
 



The program would also help establish new technologies that businesses and
 homeowners could use to provide heat and electricity.  The Bill also widens
 the uses for small trees in forested areas, thus decreasing risks for wild fires.
 
"Oregonians in rural communities have already found that using biomass
 energy can be a low-cost, low-carbon way to heat their homes," Wyden said.
 "This bill will reduce wildfire risks by putting to good use the hazardous fuels
 that overcrowd our forests, and create jobs in rural Oregon by making it
 easier to take biomass projects from the woods to other parts of the
 country."
 
Additionally, the bill creates a cost-share grant program through the U.S.
 Forest Service for commercially proven biomass projects that are already
 used to power homes and businesses, as well as a loan program through the
 USDA for future developers. 
 
New RFS Rules Under Review By White House
On May 7, the EPA submitted its proposed renewable fuel standards (RFS) for
 2014, 2015, and 2016 to the Office of Management and Budget for review.
 
The proposed RFS volumes are the result of a proposed consent decree in
 litigation brought against EPA by the American Petrochemical Institute and
 American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers.  Under this decree, the EPA
 agreed to propose 2015 RFS volume requirements by June 1 and finalize
 volume requirements for 2014 and 2015 by Nov. 30.  While not part of the
 scope of the decree, the EPA has also committed to propose RFS volume
 requirements for 2016 by June 1 and finalize them by Nov. 30.  The RFS
 biomass-based diesel volume requirements for 2017 would also be proposed
 on the same schedule.
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